November 3rd, 2002
Hi Gavin

After I e-mailed the letters to the girls last Sunday, I got a call soon afterwards from Nadine. She was very upset about Nana. So we talked for a while and suggested she send an e-mail to Nana care/of Uncle Keith. This she did. She just talked briefly about some of the things she had done briefly. Uncle Keith replied that Nana really appreciated it. It seems as though Nana will return home in a few days but her prognosis is not good. Her cancerous white blood cells are multiplying much faster than they should be. Uncle Keith and Uncle Bruce mentioned a time of 3 to 6 months left, but only time will really tell.


The weather here is becoming very nice. Maximum temperatures are in the mid 20s, though the forecast is for temperatures to drop to about 16OC next week. But this is not as cold as Boston is getting where temperatures are down to 6OC. When I am able to pick up a free newspaper from downstairs I check the temperatures! Very pleasant for swimming here at the moment. Most of the time I am the only one at the pool (at the time I go) though on one day last week there were 7 people, most of whom were swimming. With the cooler weather, I am now thinking of starting the runs again over the hills. 


I have been having some breathing problems in the past weeks. I always seem to have trouble about this time of the year. Not serious and it has not had an effect on my swimming, which is a good test (as it is an aerobic exercise and so needs air). I can always use the reliever inhalers, but the problems keep coming back leaving my chest feeling tight and uncomfortable. Not too bad right at this moment though.


Not much to report on Hong Kong this week. There was a big gas explosion in a flat in Wong Tai Sin the other day. It happened just as fireman had broken down the door to get into the flat. Three people killed, including one in the flat and 2 in the adjacent flat, and 15 firemen badly injured. The force was so great that doors on other flats along the corridor were blown in. That guy Nicholas Tse is in the news again! He was in court the other day on a charge of speeding (50 kph above the limit). Only fined HK$7000 but lost his driver’s license for a year. As mentioned last week, he is to appear in court again regarding the government’s appeal against his last sentence. 


Progress is being made on the light rail trains (‘trams’) below my window. It is surprising all the additional work that has to be done such as putting in wiring, pipes etc alongside the track. I often look out the window and watch what they are doing. Although there is a lot of construction below, it is not very noisy due to the thick windows. The hotel restaurant on the 1st floor downstairs has been refurbished and opened today. I wonder how long this one will last. The ground floor restaurant in the other hotel is still open though the first floor one closed some time ago. They have been offering guests special prices for meals there but I don’t know how many takers there are. 


There were halloween parties in Lan Kwai Fong the other night. A lot of concern about security and no vehicles were allowed in (I think). From what I saw on TV, there still appeared to be a lot of people going. I don’t know the area very well. I have been there once or twice a long time ago before it became an entertainment area.


I found something interesting when looking at the latest letter from Stanford University the other day (I am on their e-mailing list). They have a literary programme on Charles Dickens. And they are going to re-create the book “Great Expectations” and publish it free in instalment form as Dickens did. They are offering a printed version, together with artwork as in the original, but they are also offering an e-mail version. This begins in December. I selected the printed version; hope they will send it overseas! I read the book when I was at school; although it was rather long, I enjoyed it. If you would like to get it, you can register at the following website:

http://www.stanford.edu/dept/news/dickens/
For you Gavin, I have taken the liberty to register you for the printed version. I think you would like receiving it regularly. 


Just a few minutes ago on the radio news there was an item about the Horn of Africa. Mentioned that Djibouti (got the spelling right this time, though I had to look it up in the encyclopaedia) is to be one of the US military’s headquarters in the area to hunt for terrorists in the region and for a possible attack on Iraq. 


The second round-robin competition in the America’s Cup is underway in Auckland. An All Black team goes to Europe (probably already there) for tests in England, France and Wales (?). There is a test against England at Twickenham (London) next Saturday. A lot of new players. Many of the regulars are not included as they are being rested for the World Cup following several years of tough competitions. The World Cup is next year – hard to believe that it is nearly 4 years since the previous one in Wales. This time it will be held in Australia. It was supposed to be shared between Australia and NZ but there was some dispute with NZ over financing (I think) and as NZ would not budge, they were dropped! Talking of sport, a lot of athletes and officials in the recent Asian Games stayed behind in South Korea to work illegally! 

That’s about it for now. Surprised that I was able to write 2 pages. 

Thinking of you always. Cheers.

Dad

PS: I have not sent the next letter on my holiday. I have not been into CU yet to get the next lot of photographs printed. Will commence again when I get then done.
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